
Mi MAtx Kllfott PcawrflV latest novel,
""The History of Lady Betty Stair," has
a pi eared in book

Ip it. Indeed, a history Ii. fact or a
Iii fJcUon" There is a flavoi or

atuabt about the unvarnished lacts
in Lady Botty Stair ca.se that leads
one to believe that the lms found
tlx-ii- i in Huif family record or
overlooked bit of olograph- - From 0 it
pom: if view "liss Seawell lias executed
& charna'u; and uncommonly pralsewoifh
piece of work- - Mie lias evidenced a scei.t
for ciJoiat.lt and she has d

!.wr find in agu-eabl- e narrative.
The history, .. a stards, . a bit of

history, ih productive of a calm pleasuie
i"or the adci. for which lie will hold
the auttwt in gratitude. Her ityie lb

d aste, delicate. the teiuiw of the nar-

rative often suggests, and her presenta-
tion f h.cilents for cuiiiulativu interest
is in the main effective-Bu- t

if Ljdj Petty and her hiatoiy arts
pure and tmi'c emanations from Miss
Seaw ell's imagination, it disposus us to
tjjr .'l with het for some neglected op-

portunities History ls limiting; fietlon
it opportumt. Naturally, we expect an
lAeal irei"'titatoiiin fiction- - This Miss Sea-"W-

Ua e not eirflreH achieved. O tie point
of the story wtofc-- initlit have been made

NC xial, .nnl which the rdcr's emotions
might be iii.ide to tremble before as the
4r1tfc, s passed ovT will, a perfect com-Irc- y

Which we do not bargain for in a
riHnanre. liniUbeundcrstuodiua resume
ot The ht,.Tjr.

Lwlyhettj SuttriayouugScoichwoiiiaii.
a daughter of aIidbmi which was, in 179b,
m retuoatil of the Highland f millet whu--

inW to tli" M religion. Roman Catlsohe,
m&, befnf UiercHy from the pro

,fetMui of arms in tr.iar own country,
passed ever ia France. But when the
Conue D'ArioiK, afterward Charles X,
writ Marie Tfaerese, took up iheli abode
la Snrflaud at the castle of Holyrood, Lady
!Dwty was called to Utuin ai lady in wait
lap. Tla-e- others were tlKre who had en-

tered toto torr life at Versaille.. One was
t&stfea, wnister courtier, who bor.

Betty no isood w ill for a fan-c- over the
face In rcf, toau insult-- Indeed it had been
IMotad that Iter brother called Basticn out
to answer Tor this, and that llasUen mur-
dered Mir,. Tl-e- n Ba&ien Went to the
Abbe de UotK-era- a: confe&Sed. The
wine etaiig-t- t was the day of ibetbtj
orAtttatfou -- hs friend, ajil the friend of
JttetiMr and 1m trotter, l)u ltourtnoiit, can.
and nradc Ms confession, the first, he
often boasted, the new priert bad evei
beard Ilctt) eer knew who lutd ir.ur-dero- i!

tow tiUier. ln4iKt fed Her with
a iaiMictjn of Ita&ueo.

--At Hyroni Btty and Du Bonrmont fell
detiv Su fc. The uiplit be was to leave
U light Ui J'Yaoce, Bear hal a talk with
tJbfcabbf.iwboina'JerteiiUy reniarKed that
tibe fifstoimfeartiou ke ever heard whs from
a. tneu who tsad murdered another Betty
tiled in-- tioaat of Du Bourniont with
tbe ahoiff4on of tlt- - atbe. it brni..i nr
torer a iatirderT. He did tun hear from her
aeaitt. t rite tect to Frwice, became a
iSMer of Wrcy and an army ntire. One
day fcbeabU- - callM anon Iter. He tells of
ttae tHidiant HchwveMemt of tle brave
Bm Bowfuont; t lie nun tells hint that th.
Hddter ie ner bnotbeiV morderer Toe abU
oocireflte ner. Sue knows to aim that &lie

basltou Uieadmuioa of Da Bonrmont and
t Wmfietf TThin the abbe realised how

MiStoolfxtse totiptie projected lite iraeetly
or aeparation upon Ute two lorert. H e eei,
lfi dt o dear the innocent officer.

lUvei ik Mi Seawdl'i, opiiorUiuity. The
tttMMJott fs tremeudoME Here in a woman
"wnolialelieed ner world euiiay because
tHe inaooeace of ner lover went out of it.
3So restore tlial innocence should brine
bacfc Dilttoe Mia.b.iiie and Joy of tlit-- early
day 6 Tee abbe wake his exitanaUoib
"wWi a tctutabzin ooiupiacency; the
woomui receirf the facte which reverse
ber "wnole tL-o- ry ot Mfe witli equal equa-niuifc- y

One has a right to expect of a
Sovetiat to play upon a ooloruble Uimc
Wise tWs with tome elaboration. She has
lotf o tbrou detail to an interest in the
aorr of ner rltaracters and tliere is jr

t a Ur sttuation to kiuiw just what
Usej-- do, t!.ink, and feel. The novelist's
fHIU nieasared by tb- - aMltty with wbioh
mx an opportunity is hatidied. If Lady
Betfcj ie merely a character in a fiction the
treatment of bar story is amenable to
criUcifiiii. ir be ih a per?on and her lire
iea history Uieti Mnss Seawell lia exhibited
rare art fa molding It bo nearly to the
lines ot imagiuatlve romance.

The balance rf the etory is more real
tlnui ratuaaUc. The logic of the girl's
position jRXKlt'ded union with her lover,

tboty& ter heart and Ills lieart must liavs
dertred r. Tlie formality or the last

of words between Betty and Du
liown out is received by the nunb with
BMjierfi.7ial awe at the honor the warrior
dae. tbeir fitter nun. but tlie two know
ad tie reader the sad meaning
beiwoen tbe perfunctory lines or theletterii.

Thine de Tliulsu-u- provides a number of
b'lanttful lull-pag- e illustration?. They ate
fH of charm ami temperament and their
drawing is very leasing. But how about
the cap on that Sister of Mercy? It seems
that ill de Thuistrup has crowned her
wJtii the bonnet of the Sister of Charity.
Jt is only a detail, but it is worth while
nlng correct even in anal points, (New
York: tSicrtes Scribner's Sods. Washing-
ton: "Woodward & Lottrop.)

One of Uie boofcri of last week Is A
Cuban Amazon," by Virginia Lyndall Dun-li- r.

The cause or Cuba is so consplcu-oi-
before American eyes today and

so dear tu American hearts that" really
nioritonous literature about the buffering
island i. weioome lor its timely interest as
well asfor itsiwerin creattngarigl'tBenti-mon- t

t the barbaric indignities of
tbe opiN-essir- Spaniards. ThLs occasion
has beutt seized by many lanchbeck iiub
2iuber6 to scatter tons of cheap and

reading matler, which
tents to blunt the point of a trulr
blmpely-marfcft- d iriece or meritorious and
meaningful writing.

It wai.iierefore wIUi apresentinent that
tlieUiNtor Publf.-bin-g Company, which has
Eont from it so muidi worthy

liad snonumbed to a temptation to
profit on the recent world-wid- e Indignation
over the case of Evangellna Cisneros, that
we spewed "A Cuban Amazon' and found
it an iiinortcal roitianco, founded on the
fead history of tbis brave girl- -

However, any sach Idea does the anihor
and her publisher an injustice. The story
nrss written before tlie facts in
Senorita Cisneros' iiistory were made
wrW proiwrty- - The autiKir Is a
"woman of literary ability, wlio was moved
to make iliss OJsneros' life the theme of
her nmjutcc, becaose she believed she

the potential factors of a moving
and Interesting story, and surely knew.what
subsequent feces have proven, that the giv-

ing of tlie factt. to tlie world would aroe
Elumbbriog resentment, and mute Jus-
tice la behalf of the struggling patriots.

To the apathetic "A Cuban Amazon"
will npjityir a dlsrorted exaggeration of
a state of affairs Impossible in a civilized
and enlightened age But others who have
read the correspondence of the American
journalists in Cuba will recognize trc
truth of most of the tacts in Mrs.Dunbar's

i vlorv. and the harmony of all of it with
the actual ctislcut state of arfairs.

Mr Dunbar leceired moht of the
hei story at first baud fiomCapt.

Kaile, who spent two years and a
half in Cuba, as war coriespoudent for
the Hci Leiigue. 1 1 was he who
disco i n-- MKs Cisneros eoufinill in tlw
vile Casa de Hecojldas, and he brought her
bor firt aid. Hei difficulty, we may
well bf'lve, has not been to find material
for ber sc opportune romance, but rather
to ctuMisH- - will, right judgment tiom the
snpsrab-jndaii- w hb-- the press, private
letter-.- , public documents and tue testl
mnny of travelers to the ceiie of the ex-
isting horror- - has furni-hei- l.

4 Culan mazn" is recoiuinended on
account f ltn noble purpose and Its effect-U'cne.-

in promoting that purpose. 'I lie
rech-i- l or a of- - a'rimp of people in
prex-- nt Cul an coiidiUQriI$ full of the
mea. if fact, and of such ra$ts which must
ih-j- the lethargy of tlreinsensiljle and

ir tlie humanity of man u sympathy Tor
the uiPrtrr- - and againH th"ir
cruel oppKMir- - The Interest engendered
by tbe reality of ilrg. Dunbar's nurrativ
tranhi--nd- - and, indeed, ecflpses any

of literary achie-emen- She
Ii4i written for a purpose, and the result
and n.iS t!i manner thereof is the meas
ure or her success.

After following nvungelina Cisneros
through her eventful career, the novelist
lll(e off the story by consecrating hur
life In 'lie Kbuerhood or the Sisters of Char-
ity to a peaceful and happy career as
ntrse to tlie heroes of the war for inde-
pendence. It may at least be hoped that
Mr-- -. Iiun.'iar'h denouement will prove
prophetic. Perhaps her own Look will
haw the wide circulation it deserves, and
the lc-vc- lu it will work in the hearts
of Iter readers to the liberation of her
lierrrlw to the predicted career of peace
bud laipplness aftei the cloudy present.
(Cincinnati, Ohio: The Editor Publlsb-ln- g

Company. Washington: Woodward &
Lothrop.

A chapter of American history which
should have been written belore is that
pre-er-i- he history of that real and
piciureiue type of frontiersmen known
as ttie env-bo- What has been desirable
and lacking is not a bare record or a mere
fruinmary uf ndustrial results, but a living
picture of a type often heroic and alwaya
invested with an individual Interest a
picture tnt will bring before u and pre
serve for us tl.e sweep and majesty and
splendid aimosphete or the plains, which
in disappearing before the rcrining plati
tildes of uvilf-'atKH- This is given us at
Inst bj Mr E. Hough In his addition to
tbe fitorv i f the West Series, ''The Story
of the CowlHiy."

Frederic Remington's facile pen and
more rikilllul lwush iiave kept the cowlKiy
berore s. but only in a desultory an--

Impermanent way. for there is no per
mauency iua mere periodical. Mr. Hough's
Itook will be n fre--d and vivacious mau-
ler to .wveral generations of readers, per
pet us tug th bold glotv of the picturesque
type ut !ionecr. He has infused into his
book not merely the qualitvof incidentand
dcscriptm calculated to give graphic un
derstanding of hit hero lpc. but he has
infused into his style the right flavor,
so that it smaoks of the great plains, the
tree air. the herds and the rugged keepers,
ne ha given his style a genre which re
fleets Ids subject admiiably.

Mr. Hough denbes everything about
the cowboy, Ms buiiuts, his amusements,
bis work, his method, his soc iely, his horses,
bi! outfits, his markF, and all the minutiae
or bis person, character and environment.
Heading through the pages of this me-
moir of a receding type, which is closely
identified with oui history as a nation, and
is quite as distinctively American as the
mstadoi is Spanish the gondolier is
Venetian, the brigand Is Sicilian, the
shepherd is Alpine or the viking Is Norse.it
occur to ns that perhaps when time haa
removed the cowboy sufficiently far In
perspective to soften some of the unro- -

rjiUL

mantle lines In his character and make
more boldcertaln others, thatin him a great
poet will find the hero of a great national
epic or a great composer may be Inspired
by him to wiite the American obera. He
has all the pictuiesque and heroic charac-
teristics. Romance will he as kind to him
in smothering his undesirable qualities as
it has been for the viking in making us
forget that he was merely a pirate, the
matador that he is a mete brute, the
gondn'.'er that ' he is not a thieving
mendicant.

Out of the knowledge of his own ex-
perience, Mr. Hough pays this tribute to
the cowlxjy:

Our friend Jim and proud you may be
if he culls you friend! Is u man able to
read brands and ride horses, to follow
signs and mark calves, to ride all day and
Ul night, to go hungry and thirsty, to go

without shelter or home or guidance, always
having in mind the thing he started out to
do, the duty that is to be performed. This
duty he will do without overseeing. He is
bis own oversfcr He needs no instruction
or advice. No higher tvne or emnlove eve;r

j existed, nor one more dependable. The
rudest of the rude in some ways, lie is thevery soul of honor hi nit tne wnv.s of nis
calling. The very blue of the skv,"bending
evenly among all men alike, has reflected
into his Heart tu instinct of insure tn-i- t

justice which Is the core of all this wild
trade of the range ftis not the rnncninaii,
the man who puts tlie money into the busi-
ness, who is the center of the occupation,
it is- - not lie wlio has made tne enui- -

Ttlsthccow-puncher.who- youmay
be glad to have call you friend.

The actual life in the saddle of an active
cowboy is not a long one upon the average,
for the hardships of it are tio steady, tne
accidents too common. Any injury re-
ceived in tl.e pursuit of hiscallitur n ears
stoically, after the fashion of tlie .plains,
wboso precedents were established, when
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thcre was "luck ot woman's nursing, there
was dearth of woman's tears." Under all
the Ills ot life the cowboy ' 'quits himself
like a man."' That is his standard. There
are wime who ask Tor tui- - gallop ot tne
Dowboy, and not the quiet trot, some
who think his crudeness and his wildness
should be made his distinguishing feutures.
Italher let us say his chief traits are his
faithfulness and his manliness. There Is
his standard-t- o be a "square man." If
you culled him a hero, he would not know
what you meant.

Another quotation will bervc to furthtr
at cent Mr. Hougn's sympathy for thecow-boy- ,

at the same time evincing that tern
pcrament of sympathy which is founded on
his association with the men of the plains
and the range, while it bkould serve to
beget in the reader a desire for more in
tlmute acquaintance with there-cedin- race
so full of the recommending traits of hero
l.Mn pitiuresqueness and romance:

The story of the West is the story
thetimeol huioe. Ufalltite.se who upl'dw
upon the lading page of that day, none
may claim greater stature than the chief
ligure or the cattle range. Cowboy, cat-
tleman, it matters not what
name other men have given nim, lie has
l umaiued himseir. From the hair tropic
to tbe halt arctic country he has ridden,
his type, his costume, bib characteristics
practically unchanged, one or the most
dominant and figures in
the history ot the land. He never dreamed
he was a hero; therefore, pqrhnps, he was
one. He would scoff at monument or
record; therefore, perhaps, he deserves them.

Eiihei chiseled or written record may
distort if ft merely extol. For this cen-

tral iigure of the cattle days, this early
rider ot the range, it is best to hope that
he may not commonly be seen as thrown
up on the air In a mirage, huge, e,

fantastic, but that he may rather
be viewed, clear-cu- t, a glorious

against the western sky.
Before many the original of
such a picture will have disappeared-W- e

shall listen in vain for the jingle ot
his spurs, or tne creak of his leatner gear,
or the whipping of his scarf end on the
wind. Tinkle and creak even now die
away in the distance beyond.

There are many illustrations happily and
truthfully rtilectlng the subject of the
tevt. It. is proper that the artists, at least
one of them, should, like the writer, bas
his work upon actual knowledge of the
cowboy. The pictures arc by William L

Wells and C. M. Russell. (New York- - D

Appletfu &. Co Washington: Brentano )

Those acquainted with the literature of
Amcriian history will remember a little,
book. "The March to the Pea: Franklin and
Nn.,nville," published In 1882. Itwasftoni
the pen or Major General Jacob D. Co,
wno comir.andcu the Twenty-thir- d Army
Corps in the campaign of which he wrote
He has round that the desire for knowl-
edge, to whose demands that book was
given, has not been satisfied, and he has
enlarged it with important details, and
,iow the practically new work appears
under the title "The Battle of Franklin,"
or which famous battle it is an explicit
ueeodnt.

The battle or Franklin was one of the
important hinges on which turned the out-con-

of the civil war. It was important
because it marked thebegirmiiig of the end;
it justified the strategy of such a leader
as Sherman in the division of his forte
p Georgia and making the march to the

sea; it was a crucial experiment in the
problem ot attack ami defense in an oren
country. Moreover, the present work is
called for and is welcome because it throws
light on a campaign surrounded with mis
conceptions, i.nd out of it have grown
all sorts or controversies.

Get,. Cox is evidently a warm admirer ot
Gen- - Hood as a brave soldier and as a
skllimi tactician. His methods were those
of the beet school of continental Europe,
and not far from the approved methods
supposed to be developed in late wars. He
had a logical theory, and Gen.Cox believed
Head was right in testing it. The military
author insists that the importance of the
engagement nor the fierceness of thefight-in-g

must not be underestimated because
of tliesmnllnumberof combatnntsimolved
His account is largely the experienceor ob-

servation of those who were upon the figbt
iug line, but thisis thercal point of vantage
to obtain a bearing on thisbattlc, for In

from beginning to end, those
whose duty it was to carry out the

of the mmmnnder found themselves
in constant touch with him, and were con-

scious of the distinct Influence of his cour-
age, his confidence, and bis full compre-
hension and command of the situation- -

The author displays a remurkablu ac-

quaintance with the most minute detail
ot the battle, and as he has fortified
inemor with document and traditiou of
unimpeachable character, the book is
n valuable study in military craft, and it
is a thoroughly interesting diversion to one

who would know the inner workings ot all
heads and heart. In a notable and des-
perate contest. Several maps are given,
those mest especially interesting being
the two of the battle ot Franklin, one bv
Major W. J. Twining, U. S. A., andtheother
by Major W. F. Foster, engineer of Stew-
art's Corps, Confederate army. There
are explicit appendices, and a carefully
prepared Index. (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sona. Washington: Brentano )

"Beyond the Pale" Is a new story of
Irish life of the present day by B. M. Croker
(man or woman?) who has already made
himself known to u largo following of
readers ot his class of books in "Proper
rride," "Pretty Miss Neville," "Diana
Barrlngion," an' a long list of other novels.
This author spends no time on still hunts
for novelty. He, or she, Is simply content
with accepting the situations in fiction
which have been good enough for hundreds
ot writers berore, and them
to a new circle of characters, and clothing
them in new externals. But the present
story has an Interest ot a pronounced kind
tf you have any sympathy with it at all.
It Is one of that species which depends
for Its effect entirely upon the taste of
'lie reader. Ho will either like it very
much. ni J succumb to alternately tearful
and Joyful sympathy with the story, or
he will be npc to discard it entirely ns not
or his kind. vNew York: R. F. Fenno &
Co. Washington: Brentano.)

"Rebekah" Is a tale of the timesof Nero,
and II. P. Jones is responsible for it There
is no very heavy responsibility on Jur.
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Jones' blioulders for this, either as a bur-
den of repronoliBor as a burden of praise.
The classic and. historical romance have
alrendy been written with such exquisite
nrtrulness by Lord Lyttou and Lew Wal
lace, even by Maris Correlli in her "Bar-rabns,-

that the bead of novelty is off
any other than most pretentious and ap-
proximately perfect novel of this char-
acter. Mr. Jones is evidently Influenced
by his admiratldn of other works of tills
character to arnimltation of their charms.
His admiration is their only striking point
in common. Int. "Rebekah" he makes n

praiseworthy effort.1 and the practice Its j

ELLT-N

writing has given his pen has probably
conditioned It for a more elaborate work
In his next effort- - He has crowded his
picture with many personages fiom sacred
and profane history. (Cincinnati" Editor
Publishing Company. Washington: Bren-
tano.)

The first, ot the campaign literature of
1000 hasarrived. It is ''The Silver Side "
and it in a symposium constituting a bi-

metallic educatiunai tre'itise. It contains
a wealth of economic, financial, historical
and national inforuatiun of an instructive
character, furnished, in a large measure,
by the author, Col. Dorus M. Fox, and
many noted wriiers on the special sub
jt'ets treated. .jJen. Weaver writes ot
"Plutoeratic Usurpations: " Senator

dlscns&es "The Distribution of
Wealth;' Gen- - Vnrner discusses "Mono-
metallism and Bimetallism," and is fur-th-

represented in tlie authorship of the
American Pimetalbc Union's address to
the people. The whole list of subjects
wlncn were involved In tha last Presi-
dential campaign are herein auam elu-

cidated for the enlightenment ot the
student of campaign issues which are na-

tional issues The book is dedicated to
"tl.e G,r,.S0,6?l American citizens' who
voted for free silver last year. The book
is profusely illustrated with portraits ot
the writers who have contributed to its
pages, as well as leeognlzed leader ot
the bimetallic crusade. (Cnicngo: V. B
Conkey Company. Washington: Brentano.)

Christian Reid's "The Man of the Fam-
ily" is Incorporated In the twenty-thir- d

volume of the Huitson Library. This Is t
story ot the struggle of one of thuyld Lou-
isiana French families and the love affairs
ot Its daughters. It combines heroism and
sentiment. The home or the I'revosti la
abouG to be taken from them on aceountof
indebtedness, when Yvonne finds a paper
written by an aocc-to- r of whom the family
are the sole survivors, in which
lie tells her where he has burled all his
p'atc. jewelry and coin, anticipating a
revolt of the slaves Yvonne determines
to go search for that treasure, for in Its
iinding she will save the family from pov-
erty and the old home from desecration.
Everything turns out in the cud as- - the
most e.va.-tin- lover of ideals in fiction
might anticipate. The proper lovers for the
daughters come on the scene, and after u
properly romantic courtship they are hap-
pily married. Christian Reid's stories are
always safe fiction for the moral integrity
or the young. Then is nothing of the

piobtem in them. T!ie
most alarming discussion is usually the
cholceof husbands and wives. The English
is alwavs very correct and the unsated ap
petite rinds them stimulating and absorb-
ing. (New York- - G. P. Putnam's Soad.
Washington: Brentano.)

Thelatestadditlontothe Hudson Library
is, however, a novel by Sydney Pickering,
whom it is safe to guess for an English-
man. He calls his story "Margot," after
his heroine. This is really a fine little
tale The author has imagination and
taste. TJIs style has Individuality, though
not sustained, which at times produces a
peculiarly happy effect upon the reader
lb is felt in the tender word-pictur- e of
the first picture audit recurs several limes
The generaltono of the book is buoyant and
spnghtlv, though ther? are clouds at times
which darken tlie horizon ot the lives of
the people In this 'little piece of Imagina-
tive history. The'scene ot affairs is Paris,
bub the persons involved constitute a
thoroughly cosmopolitan galaxy Mr Pick
cring has written one other story, "The
Romance ot His Picture," (New York: G.
P.PuLnam'sSons. Washington: Brentano.j

In last week's Critic is an interest-
ing article by Ellen Burns Sherman on
what she culls "Slanguage." This is a
new word of Miss Sherman's coinage, and
as i t is a good word aud has a reason, It
might be well to retain it. She calls atten-
tion to the Italian method of prefixing "s"
to a word togive it a damagingslgnlficance,
and points out that that is what she has
done to language (1. e , prefixed an "s"),
and that the effect on the word is actu-
ally damaging .

Slang the writer accounts for In the
rather peculiar theory of Its being a ver-
bal escape valve for an oversupply of emo-
tional steam in the human holler. In
anger, it takesthe form of an oath. When
the emotion is less violent or the iustincts-o-f

the man more refined, slang is resorted
to. This Is not sufficiently true for a
generalization. Miss Sherman's other re-

marks are more easily subscribed to, and
they display considerable originality in
her view of slanguage.

Slang is a first cousin to the oath, andboth are used by those who mentally re-
semble the man whose use of intoxicating
drinks has made him forget or undwMrl-mat- e

the attractions of pure water. Slang,
in sooth, Isawnlsky-dlstillatlo- a of language.It is so strong that it may be taken onlyvery rarely with impunity. A nd herein liesthe ohier danger in its use. Not only doesthe slanguist find ordinary English tame,
but he ends In nt being able tT find anvEnglish at all. He has expressed himselfso olten in sianguuge tuat wnen lie really

wishes to use another word he discovers
that the other word does not come. And
who can blumo the word for standing on us
dignity? Liken slighted damsel, who has
been supplanted by a more captlvatlnK
tlval, it refuses to unswer to the beck and
cull or its in kio suitor. Another fatalor slang is the very one which
at first secures its adoption-namel- its
pungencv. The same law that makes milot
colors and shades wear well in th eworld of
fabrics has its counterpart In the world or
speecli. We tire very speedily of a start-
ling costume, in high colors, and just as
speedily do we tire of slang, which is
sijirutinr. sneecn- - The popu-
larity of slang, from whatever cause, In-

veighs against its ultimate adoption as alegal offspring ot language. Popularity
generally ends iu over-us- and over-us- e
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means wearing out and premature decay,
a law which is continually in operation
in tne Ikkjk. ami oiig oriu, us

deadest books and songs are ttio-- e

whose popularity has caused them to be
read or bung Into extinction.

Miss Sherman points out that slanguage
will never be a formidable rival of

, localise of Its utter lack of dignity
No subject can be seriously treated in
slanguage. Its sole function is to tickle
by its patness or its grotesqueness. It
reflects a fugitive iridescence upon current
wit and humor, as the bubble catches pris-
matic colors; but like the bubble, It
vanishes uvn while you behold it.

Moreover slang has no permanency, it
Is a fad of short life and no resurrection.
Miss Sherman argues:

One of the surest tests of the rapid mor-
tality of slang is the extremely palnrul
sensation proauced by hearing antiquatedslang phrases used anu there are always
people who are two or three or ten vears
behind In their use ot such phrases. Whenother people are saing -- Not on your tin-type," the user of mildewed slang feebly
ejaculates- - "I should smile." Thepiquancy aim pamess of certain phrases
make it Hard to declare that slang has no
legitimate use- - But, concerning its misuse, there can hardly be two opinions
amonir people whose opinions are worthanything. A careful study ot the quali-
ties of men aim women who habituallv
lnterlnrrl their remarks with slang will
furnlsb anybody with a world ot con-
vincing conclusions in favor ot pure Eng-llsi- j.

We present this morning, in addition to
Mi. Ford's portrait, whose features are
familiar to alargecircleof Washingtonians,
a picture of the author of the anonymous
novel, "The Descendant," whicti occa-
sioned a great deal of commenton its pub
lication last spring and ome praise. She
is Mias Ellen Glasgow, a resident ot Rich-
mond, Va Miss Glasgow was born in
Richmond just twenty-tw- o years ago.
She is sprung from an old and prominent
Virginian family, and is of Scotch-Iris- h

aesc-e.it- . During the last bix years &he
has pursued the study of physical science
and polit'cal economy with unremitting
ardor, aud her famillnrs In the book-wor- ld

are Spencer, Darwin, Haeckcl, Hux-
ley. Romanes, Mill, Bagehot, Clifford, and
Weissmann. This has given her Imaginative
work a scientific basis, and has developed
her poetic sense of things into a courrete-neb- s

of form that rarely Is found in the work
of women. George Eliot is thegrand excep-
tion, and it is this tendency in Miss Glas-
gow which presumably lias caused someot
her loving friends to advertise her rashly
iu the same category. Speaking of this
point, the Bookman says:

Miss Glasgow will be wise not to heed
Inuiscrimiiiuie praise, Out to be tnilhtui to
her own ideal. There Is suflicient power
and originality together with a love ofbeauty Hi her first book to lift it above
the ordinary, and to make us look forward
With eagerness for her next work in fiction,
lb Is certainly difficult to explain the
marked sympathy wnn the mystery of pain
anil the tragedy of failure in the work of
one so jouug and adolescent. Such deep
sympathy comes fiom intuition, and be-
tokens the possession of trat high order of
mind whicn we call genius, but which
often lacks staying power, if Miss Glas-
gow will nurse her powers carefully and
work conscientiously, without haste or pres-sui- e

from without, we snallhope for some-
thing from her pen which may justify
the unusual prom.se of "Tne Descendant."
But it publishers and editors constrain her,
she is lost.

The publication 0f Miss Glasgow's first
book was an entire surprise to her closest
friends. Her icticence deceived even her
own family, who knew nothing of "The
Descendant" until it was published. The
fate of the manuscript reverses the ubual
hopeless tale. From the moment
the manuscript reached Harper's
first reader there is said to have
been no doubt of thu ultimate publica-
tion of the story. "The Descendant" was
in the hands of the public in less than a
year after it was finished. It id intimated
that another story, and perhaps a volume
of poems, from Miss Glasgow will be pub
lished this fall. '

The following; tribute to Paul Leicester
Ford is as comprehensive as so few words
could make it, and it had the twin virtue
of presenting a criticism in which probably
all readers of this delightful American nov-
elist will concur. It is from the pen of Ed-
ward S. Van Zile.

Paul Leicester Ford has distinguished
himself by writing a powerful American
novel and as the author of a brillianthistorical work. "The Honorable Peter Stir-
ling "is, in many respects, the mostsuccess-ru- leffort yet made in fiction to embody
the characteristic features of our political
and social life. Not long ago Mr. Fordmade an amusing comparison-- by whatis known as "the deadly parallel columns'of the newspaper reviews of his novel andthe result proved that there exists a widediversity of opinion regarding him as awriter of fiction. Yet, the critics possessing
tlie best right to a hearing seem to bepractically unanimous in their verdict re-
garding the inherent strength of "The Hon-
orable Peter Stirling."

This novel, neglected at first by thereading public, has steadily increased m
popularity, and, whatever may be its finalplace on the shelves devoted to this gen-
eration's work in fiction, it has servedto awaken widespread interest in Mr.Ford's future as a novelist. Tbat he
looks at the men, manners and customsot bis own time with eyes that see
clearly; that he uses the material withinhis grasp with, the skill of an artist; thathe possesses power, patience and an as-
sured literary touch, is not to be denied.

In his book, "The True George Wash-
ington," Mr. Ford has produced a Work
mat is as entertaining m any novel ever
written. Waving aside the mists of tra-
dition, he compels the man Washington
to stand before us in all his strength and
weakness; a triumphant, erring, lovable
mortal, more to be honored In our sight
as a brother than he ever could be as a
demigod. In this achievement Mr. Ford
has performed a task well worth the great
laiior involved in its successful accomplish-
ment.

LITERARY NOTES.

Mr. Henry Seton Merrimnn's next novel
Is to be entitled "Roden's Corner," and
as at present arranged will be published
serially both here and in England in Har-
per's Mngaziae.

There Is n generally expressed belief
that Mary K WilklnK-wh- at would Mary
be without the E.? -- has surpassed, in "Je-
rome " any of her previous wUrk since those
short stcrlcs which flrt made her the fad
of an admiring public.

Pierre Lotl has Just finished a prose-dtam-

"Judith Reinvudlti," which has
occupied him for Eeveral months, lb Ls u
four acts and six scenes, and the action
takes place at. the time of the revocation if
the Edict or Nantes, lb has not yet been
decided where and how the work will first
be produced.

No, Richard Le Gallienne, the Argonaut
of the Golden Girl, as Miss Gilder aptly
calls him, does not wear "laces and frill-,-

on Ins bicycling costumes. But o erratic-i- s

the untamable Dick that even so ridic-
ulous a junior found A bold
London literary paragrapher "spied on
him" and discovered that beyond "hair a
la Merode," the Questor wore no cffeml
nacies.

"We understood,' says the London Lit-
erary World, "that Miss Marie Corelll hud
an insuperable objection to having her
portrait exhibited, especially in connection
with her literary work. We hasten to say
that we felt nothing but admiration ;or
her wise resolution In this respect. Yet
now we see an announcement that her por-
trait is to appear as the froutispiece to
the Marie Corelll Birthday-book.- "

Tne autumn list ot Edward Arnold in-

cludes "Old English Glasses," an ac-
count of glass drinking vessels In Eng-
land from early times to the end ot the
eighteenth century, by Albert Hartshorn-- ;

"j'hfc Recollections of Aubrey de Vere-;-"

"British Central Africa," an attempt to
give some account ot the territories under
British Influence north of the Zambezi;
"The Reminiscences of a Huntsman," by
Gratitley Berkeley: "The Art of Deer-
stalking," by William Crope; "Rowing,"
by K. C. Lelimann; and about ten others.

The Critic: The" letter In which the
President introduces our new minister to
the Queer Urgent of Spain concludes witu
these pious and amiable Words: "God
preserve your majesty. From your

good friend, William McKmley"
If anyone doubts the importance of correct
imnctuation, let him fancy a coinma in
place of the period after the Word "majes-
ty," in the above quotation. In a way,
there is a suggestion here of that famous
letter of the last century, which ended
thus: "You are mycountry's enemy. I am
yours, B. Franklin."

Aubrey De Vere, the Irish poet, is aoowt
to publish: volume of reminiscences. Tub
Ehould be a work or tlie very highest

Ilis memory extends over a genera-
tion; he has known the giants ot hW tim- -.

aud has enjoyed their friendship and
fidence. There is to be a chapter in his
Iicok upon Newman and Manning, with
v, horn he was on intimate term, eurlched
With letters rrnni both. A portion of lw
loliime will also deal with Wordsworth,
and among the men of a nearer wine whem
Mr. De Vere will discuss are Tennyson.
Frederick Deunison Maurice and Sir Ucitry
Taylor.

Having rhythmically laid down the law
on matter!:, of diet, the Pope has now taken
np tne subject of music, and has pro-
nounced the violin a "sensual and pro-
fane" instrument, unmeet to be etrijHnyed
in church services. It was Sliakespeare
who referred, iu the familiar soliloquy
whicn opens the play of King Richard UI,
to "the lascivious nlenslng of a lute:" and
ti.e 1'ope has evidently discovered similar
properties in the fiddle. He is of the opin-
ion, it seems, that church music, other
than that of the organ, should be confined
to the harp and "the gentler wind instru-
ments."

Dr. Weir Mitchell, whose novel, "Huga
Wynne," proved to be one of the most
successful serials the Century has printed,
has written another novel that will ap
pear in this magazine during the coming
year. It is called "Tl.e Adventures or
Francois: Foundling, Adventurer, Juggler.
Fencing. Master and Servant During the
French Revolution." The scene of the
story shifts from Paris to the provinces
and baci' again, following the wanderings
ot the eccentric hero, who participates in
many of the thrilling scenes of the revo-
lution. Andre Castaigne, the Fiench-America- n

artist, will illustrate the novel.
A s'irring American historical romance

Is promised from one of the new writers
recently brought to the fore by D. Apple-te- n

& Company. The title is "A Soldier
ot Manhattan," and the author Is Mr. J.
A. Altshcler. This vivid Colouial ro-
mance of.ens with a series of pictures of
Nw York In the middle ot the eighteenth
century. The adventurous career ot the
hero includes a share in Abercrombie's
defeat at Ticonderoga, and a period of
captivity In Quebec, which was followed
by an escape and an opportunity to play
a part in the nifPtinof Wolfe and Mont-
calm on the Plains of Abraham.

A new book by Pierre Lotl will make its
appearance in October. It will consist of
a number of short stories, articles already
published in periodicals and newspapers,
and several new essays. The collection will
be called "Souvenirs d'Annnm " The au-
thor is now correcting the last proofs at
nendae, where he is spending the sum-
mer.

A statue to Charles Darwin was re-
cently unveiled at Shrewsbury, England,
in front ot the l building where
Darwin was educated. The occasion was
one of elaborate eulogy ot the great sci-
entist, and, curiously enough, one of the
most fulsome speeches was made by the
Birhop of Shrewsbury. A son of Charles
Darwin was presant.

The Uenntlfnl.
Beautitul faces are those that wear
It matters little it dark or fair-W- hole

fouled honesty printed there.

Beautiful eyes are those that show,
Like crystal panes, u here heartfires glow,
Beautiful thoughts that burn below.

Beautiful lips ate those whose words
Leap from the heart like songs ot birds,
Yet whose utterance prudence girds.

Beautiful hands are those that do
Work that is earnest and brave and true,
Moment by moment, the long day through.

Beautiful shoulders are those that bear
Ceaseles.'. burdens of homely care
With patient grace and daily prayer.

Eeautiful lives are those that bless,
Silent rivers of happiness,
Wt.osehidden fountains bub few may guess.

Beautiful twilight at set of sun,
Beautiful goal with race well run,
Beautiful work with rest well done.

Beautiful grave where grasses creep.
Where brown leaves fall, where drifts Ho

deep
Over worn out hands 0, beautiful sleep!

New York Ledger.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

What Is the unpardonable sin? S. C.B".
Nf one knows absolutely, "hut it is sug-

gested by throioglans that it is the
to Satju, of the works performed

by the Hoiy Spirit.

tw?,Xe. tnc nostofrice officials any au-- t,
iy looped a leiterona-siimptiontlia-

contents aie unlawful? J. W.
They have not. Sometimes, we think,

they nssi.me an authority, however. Aa
u rule, ttioagh, the addressee is requested
to open the siwpected letter in the pres-
ence of the authontles- -

tu?? comes t,,e 0,u Proverb. "Whila
niantus

smv tlor'i tlnrve&-- ' ' P- -

It Is one ot John Heywood's proverb.
Ho lived in the last third of the fiftcenta
century. He wrote -- While the grasse grow-et- h

the horse starveth." From George Whet-
stone, l.TTS. Is quoted: "WhyLst grass doth
grow, oft starves the seely steade. '

Vvhat Is the pay of daugbtsuien In civiland In mechanical engineering? 2. Whatare the chances for employment iu eitherbranch, and which would you advise ajouug man to take-- up?
lioui fcl.2, i a tiay in the former

and 5a to ." a da ,n ihe latter. 2. About
equat, both being pr tty well filled. With-O- Jt

knowing va.jeihbigaottheyoungmau
we would not advise. '

""P? Latin; where is it Ufed.and where did the name "Hog Latin l
.1? i" what doeu it differrrom pure Latin? Caesar--

Hog Latin, generally called Dog Latin,
ls Dimply very bad Latin. The French
aud the Germans called it Kitchen Latin.
We don't .mow now tt,t term onginated-Ther- e

Is a number ot similar phrases:
Dog sleep (compare cat nap), a light sleep
that isn't a slepp: doggerel, verse iha
isn't poetry, etc.

Will you kindly state tf &n Americanwarship has ever gotie to Constantinople
after the Luropean "XCMxh.ii i, dty, ,vituor without perinteshjii? W- - W ,Sr

went lo ContAautiiiople in the
sm!l vessel FroH-- , as Ills flags btp, the
Franklin, vus to. large to be allowed up
at tlie city. Finally permission was given
by the Sultan and uie Franklin steamed up
the Dardanelles md awnored of r tie ctby
of the S.iiHi'i.e Porte. Tbi wais in ISCS.

Several of the States of the Union haveformally adopted state embtems, usuallyflowers Will you kindly give a list ortucse; 1. o. II.
A list luib'ished in Deceu-be- r last gives

these State flowers and emblems: Alabama,
goldtarod- - Colorado, columbine; Delaware,
peach b'ossom: Idaho, syrlnga; Maine, pine
cone and tassel; Minnesota, cypripodlma;
Man tana, bitter root; Nebraska, goldcnrod;
Utah, sego lily; Vermont, red ctover; Rhodo
Istand and Wiscaum, maple tree- -

Who made famous the saying. "Wheream I at? and on what occasion? J. B.
Congressman Cobb.ot Alabama, used too

.xprp6H.!i on April UO, 1&92. He was In-
terrupted in a Kpeech in Congress, ami when
he began again used tbe now very fainona
expression. Congressman Watson, in a
book printed for Populist consumption, im-
plied that Cobb wan, uruitk wnen he said
thh', but c committee cf mrestfgatum de-
cided that be failed to prove Ills Implied
charge- - Whether Cobb or Wajsan made
the remark famous we do not know.

Was the cousUtutionaHty of the incometax levied during the war of the relmlWan
tested in the United State Court? irso,what was the decitHoa.' J-- F.

Not severely. Peip!e during the war stood
a good many tilings which they donotstatid
now. "Everything went" in those days; so,
though c case waa prepared, it was notar-gue- d

thoroughly and had no deflaite de-
cision. In ISSO, however, tbe Supremo
Court or the United Suites (in Springer vs.
the Vnited States) deckled that the war-
time income tax was constitutional.

Who were the original Cabinet of Beers?E. S.
Secretary of State, Thomas Jefferson,

September 2fi, 17&0; Secretary of tie
Treasury, Alexander Hamilton. SantaBkfetir
11 , 17ou; Secretary of War, Gen. bry
Knox, SptembT 12, 27SG;. PoaWMMtt-j- r
General, SamiH-- Osgood, September 6.
17S9, Attorney General, Edmund Ran-
dolph, Septenriwr 2(5, nQ.; The other
Cabinet offices were created la the fal-
lowing dates, attd first filled by these
persons. Secretary of the Navy, May 21,
179S, Benjamin Stoddert; Secretary ot Che
Interior, March ?, 1349, Thomas Swing;
Secretary of .griculture, February 12,
1SS9, Norman J- - Coleman.

Do the inhabitants of Central America
raise coffee . If so, how much coffee doesa tree at seven or eight years old produce
in pounds? How many trees are planted to
the acre.' What Is the average height of a

tree at seven or igiit vears old?
How often iloes th? uve bear fruit yearly?
Does the cofree bean or barry grow in long
pods like peas or beans.' How often does
the corree tree have to b pinated? What
is the average life of a coffee tree? CV. V.

Central America raises a large qeantity
of coffee. The average yield of a tree
cannot be stated: perhaps about twenty
pounds. Trees aVe planted about every
eight feet, about 00 tree.s being set out
to the acre-- . A ree grows to be thirty
feet high, bu5 Is k-- down to about eight
rect high. Tlie tree is evergreen, bat bears
one crip a jear. The lerrIesgrowin pairs,
surrounded by a thick, sweet pulp and a
skin. Tbe tree begins to yield when three
years old, is in full bearing when five
and bears for twf-nt- j years thereafter.

Kindly inform me about the motto. "Hon!
soit qui mal y reuse." where and from
what It originated. T. J. G

The expression is said to date from the
time of Edward III of England, about
1 .t a court ball the beautiful Count-
ess of Salisbury dropped her garter. On
seeing this the courtiers began to laugh.
Thereupon the King picked up the garter,
with the famous remark, ''Horn soit qui
mal y pence" may he be ashamed who
tulnks evil of it (not as translated usually,
"evil to him who evil thinks"). Hon!,
properly honul, is the past participle ot
the old French verb ftornir. to shame. It
was customary then for knights to Indicate
their purity of thought and loftiness ot
mind by nets oi what might be called
sublimated humility. So. shortly after-
ward, Edward said. ''I will make this
mean aitirte the badge ot an order so
lofty that the noblest will wear It gladly,"
and thereafter he instituted the Order of
the Garter.

Is it true that a prince once led a queen
for milea through towns and villages thatwere built of paper and were moved on
during the night, so as always to be
ahead or the queen? S- - B.

Thi is an historical fact; the queen
was Catherine II, Eraprp&s of Russia; the
prince was Gregory Potemkln. Patemkln
Aui a strong adherent of theempress when
she dethroned her husband in 17G2, and
In 1700 became attached to thecourt. He
founded the city of Kherson, near the mouth
of the Dnieper secured Crimea from the
Turks, and oti-c- r countries from theGeorg-inn- s

ami the Tarrars. Catherine heaped
honors a:nJ wealth upon him, giving him
large estates. andabout$:J,000,000 In cash.
In the summer ot 17S7, desirous of seeing
the new provinces, whicti Potemkln had
represented as beautiful, fertile and s,

the Empress maden trip from Kleft
down the Dnieper. Then it wasthnt

ere ted the paper villages. They
were like scenes in :t theater, and wh.m
passed at one place were taken down,
packed up and sent ahead of the Imperial
train-t- o do duty m another spot. Forests,
population, good roads, were all provided
by thft prince, and the empress w wholly
delighted with the value of the new prov-
inces. Shcnamotf thonew lands Tauris, and
called Potemkiu by the name ot Tnnris-schesk-


